
INFO/CS 4302 
Web Information 

Systems 
FT 2012 

Week 1: Course Introduction 



Who We Are - Instructors 

Bernhard Haslhofer 

bh392@cornell.edu 
 
Office hours: 
TUE / THU 1:30 - 3:00 

Availability: 
Oct, Nov, Dec 2012 

Theresa Velden 

tav6@cornell.edu 

Office hours: 
TUE / THU 1:30 - 3:00 

Availability: 
Sept, Nov, Dec 2012 



Who We Are - TAs 

Changchen He 

ch627@cornell.edu 

Office hours: 
WED 4:30 - 6:00 

Syed Ishtiaque Ahmed 

sa738@cornell.edu 

Office hours: 
MON / FRI 5:00 - 6:30 



Course Website / Piazza 

 
http://www.infosci.cornell.edu/Courses/info4302/2012fa/ 
 
 
https://piazza.com/cornell/fall2012/infocs4302 
 

#info4302 



Where you can find us 

301 College Avenue 

1st office on the left 
 
Open space in IS 



Our plan for today 

 
Group-based class activity 

What is this course about? 

Review of course syllabus 

Questions 



My Web, Your Web... the web from 
your perspective  
•  Form groups of 4 with your immediate neighbours  
•  Within the next 10 minutes, take turns to introduce 

yourself to your group and tell your classmates about 
1. What is your first memory of using the web, e.g. how 
old were you, what were you doing, what device were 
you using…? 
2. How has the web and your usage of the web evolved 
since then? 

•  Take note of similarities and differences in the 
experiences and preferences represented in your group. 
Anything that surprised you? Be ready to report back to 
the class 



Our plan for today 

 
Group-based class activity 

What is this course about? 

Review of course syllabus 

Questions 



What is this course about? 

Web Information Systems 

? 



What is this course about? 

Web Information Systems 

the "Web" = "World Wide Web" = "WWW" =  
"A system of interlinked documents accessed via the Internet" 



What is this course about? 

Web Information Systems 

4302, 75, 10, 2 

Data 

course number: 4302 
registered students: 75 
number of HWs: 10 
instructors: 2 

Information 

raw, unorganized facts 

process, organize, 
structure, contextualize 

"useful" data 



What is this course about? 

Web Information Systems 

Web Architecture Data representation 

Standards Openness and 
decentralization 

Tools and 
Frameworks 



What is this course about? 

data-centric 
Web Information Systems 

Web APIs Global Data 
Networks 

Publishing Data 
on the Web Using Data from 

the Web 

Open Data 











Google Knowledge Graph 



What is this course about? 

http://developers.mystartup.com 
 
http://mystartup.com/apis 
 
http://data.mystartup.com 



What is this course about? 

Cross cutting Issues 

Web Information 
Systems 

Citizen 
Science 

Data 
Journalism 

... 

.... 



What is this course not about? 

 
Web site design (INFO 1300) 

Web application development (INFO 2300) 

Search and Retrieval (INFO 4300) 



Our plan for today 

 
Group-based class activity 

What is this course about? 

Review of course syllabus 

Questions 



INFO/CS 4302 Syllabus 



INFO/CS 4302 Syllabus 



INFO/CS 4302 Syllabus 

Homeworks: due Sun night @ 11:59PM (CMS) 
(exception: hw 6 due already Fri night @ 11:59 PM) 
 
Requisite: CS 2110 or similar  (object oriented 
programming, Java or python) 



Group Projects 
Groups of 3 students. 
Design a web information systems of your choice. 
Detailed requirements on course website. 

Milestones: 
Kick-off in class: early September  
Project proposal due: October 14th 
Intermediary project presentation: November 6th + 8th 
Final project presentation: December 13th from 5-9 pm 

(make up: December 5th from 7-9:30pm, you need to 
let us know by August 31st) 

Final project report due: December 13th  @ 11:59pm 



Participation & Support 

Piazza: 
•  your questions on course 

content 
•  announcement of useful 

resources 
•  formation of teams, search for 

project partners 
•  your answers to challenges 

Office Hours: 
•  offered every weekday @ 301 

College Avenue 



Email policy 

• Send all questions about course content via 
piazza (not in personal email to instructors) 
o Quick turn-around 
o Others learn too, reducing overhead 

 



Grading 



More course information: 
• Academic integrity 

o  Group assignments are meant to be worked on in groups. They are not meant 
to be done by one person without review and passed off as the group's work. 

o  Individual assignments are meant to be worked on alone. 
o  In both cases, looking things up and getting ideas from other sources is okay, 

if you cite it. Plagiarism (copying of others' work and attempting to pass it off 
as your own) is not.  

• Lecture slides (posted after lecture) 
•  Instructions for submitting homework & code 
• …. 

 
http://www.infosci.cornell.edu/Courses/info4302/2011fa 

  



Next week 
Week 2: History and Architecture of the Internet 

This Sunday (8/26): release of homework 1  

Questions on readings: 

1. V. Bush. As We May Think; Atlantic Monthly; July 1945. 
2. T. Berners-Lee et al. Creating a Science of the Web 
3. T. Heath, C. Bizer 

Linked Data: Evolving the Web into a Global Data Space, 
Chapters 1-3 
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